CHAPTER X

MR. NOEL WILLIAMSON, who had been Political
Officer at Sadiya since 1904, had got on terms of
friendliness with both the Abors and Mishmis, and
had made one or two trips into the country of the
latter with intent to reach Rima, but had not succeeded.
He was a man of extraordinary tact and geniality,
and from having been long in the Lushai and Naga
countries, and also at Sadiya, he had acquired con-
siderable insight into the characteristics of these
various savage peoples. Their friendship he had
gained while yet maintaining a strong hand, and he
was looked upon as one of the best of our border
officers. In 1909 he and Mr. Lumsden had made
a trip into the Abor hills to Kebang, and had been
invited to pay another visit. This was done a year
later when Williamson and Dr. Gregorson went into
the hills, hoping in the friendly attitude of the tribes-
men to be able to push up the Dihang river into the
unknown hinterland and discover the supposed falls
in that river which a former native explorer, Kinthup,
reported in 1882 as existing. This Kinthup travelled
down the Tsan Po from Thibet, and was taken captive
twice, for periods of several months, but eventually
reached a point north of the Abor country which he